Ask a Lyon County Master Gardener

Growing Daylilies from Seed
By: JOHN TAPP, Master Gardener

Q. Last year I collected some seeds from one of my daylilies.  Can I plant these and propagate new daylilies from seed?  Will the new daylilies grown from seed be of the same variety as my existing hybrid or will they be the original orange parent daylilies, commonly referred to as tiger lilies?

A. Daylilies are an easy to grow flowering plant for the Western Kentucky landscape.  They come in a variety of colors and bloom sizes and types.  They provide blooms over a fairly lengthy period, and contribute both texture and color in the landscape.

Propagation from seed is one of the recognized methods of propagating daylilies.  Propagation from seed is the method commonly used by commercial growers because they can produce more new plants from seeds than other propagation methods. For homeowners, daylilies are most often propagated by division and can also be propagated by proliferations (offsets obtained from flower stalks).  
When propagated from seed, the resulting daylily will more than likely be the same as the one from which the seed was collected.  However, there is the possibility that the daylily resulting from seed propagation could be a cross between the one from which the seed was collected and an adjacent one of another variety. Two years for are generally required for daylilies to develop and flower from seeds as opposed to one year for divided plants to flower.

To propagate a daylily from seed, the seedpod should be gathered just after the pod has cracked open.  This means that the seeds are still ripe.  The seedpod can be pulled apart using the fingertips to hold the cracked opening of the pod.  The exposed seeds should easily fall from the pod.  
A couple of different methods can be used to start the seeds.  One is to fill a gallon zip lock bag with 2 inches of barely damp vermiculite and place 4 or 5 seeds in the bag.  The bag is zipped shut and shaken to distribute the seeds. The bag is then placed in indirect sunlight or under a bright fluorescent light, like a shop light.  The plant should produce leaves in about 2 or 3 weeks. When most of the leaves are 4 inches tall, carefully transplant the seedlings to their own pots or in a flat.  Each pot or flat should have 4” to 6” of soil for proper root development.  

An alternate method for germinating daylily seeds consists of planting freshly harvested seeds in pots or flats in any suitable germinating mixture such as vermiculite or a commercially available soil-less mixture containing peat moss, vermiculite and bark, styrofoam beads or perlite. The seeds should be covered to a 1/8- to ¼-inch depth and the germinating containers placed in partial shade to prevent them from drying out. The seedlings should be transplanted when they reach about 4 inches in height by spacing 2 inches apart in flats or individually to 3-inch pots. The plants can be transferred to nursery beds when they develop adequate roots and are about 6 inches tall.

A third, but generally less successful method, is to scatter the daylily seeds in a flowerbed or a mulched area.  In this less controlled environment, a smaller percentage of the seeds can be expected to germinate.

Some daylily propagators sell daylily seed.  Seeds may cost $4-$6 each for unique hybrids.  A couple of examples can be found at the web sites http://carolinadaylilies.com/, http://www.tsflowers.com/daylilies.html and  

http://www.forestlakedaylilyseeds.com/.  
A good general discussion on daylilies and tips for growing them can be found in a University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Service publication titled “Daylily Culture”. This publication can be found on the web at http://pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/C545.htm.

If you have gardening questions you would like to have answered by a local Master Gardener, e-mail your question to lyoncomg@bellsouth.net.  You may also call, mail or fax them to Susan Fox, Lyon County Extension Agent for Agriculture/Natural Resources, 231 Main St., PO Box 36, Eddyville, KY 42038, Phone: 270-388-2341, Fax: 270-388-4627. 
